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Desplte ngh Covid-19 Case Counts, Asian Nations
Learn to Live With the Virus

South Korea is considering downgrading the way it categorizes Covid as an infectious disease; Singapore is steadily
dropping restrictions

In South Korea, 96% of adults have received two vaccinations; a Covid test in Seoul this month
PHOTO: CHUNG SUNG-JUN/GETTY IMAGES

2022. 3. 30.

By Dasl Yoon
March 30, 2022 8:24 am ET

SEOUL—The Covid-19 wave that is tearing through South Korea is the largest that any developed country has experienced,
reaching three times the number of new daily cases per capita than previous peaks in the U.S. and the UK.

Yet, South Korea has all but given up on trying to stop the spread of the virus. Health officials recently called such a mass
outbreak necessary. It was a test of faith for a health system—and a population—ahead of a new pandemic target: downgrading

Covid-19 from the riskiest category of infectious disease.
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Australia, which kept its borders shut for most of the pandemic, has reopened and will stop requiring fravelers to take PCR tests before entering. Japan dropped its
remaining Covid-19 restrictions last week as an Omicron wave receded there. But South Korea would be the first to downgrade the threat level it assigns to the

virus, effectively litting the emergency powers that it used o contain it, global health experts say.

“South Korea could become the first country to fransition to endemic,” said Monica Gandhi, an infectious disease physician and professor of medicine at the
University of California, San Francisco. “They have one of the highest vaccination rates among adults, high trust in the public health system and the right tools to

emerge from the pandemic.”

South Korea's Covid-19 cases in March were three times higher per capita, based on a seven-day rolling average, than the pandemic peaks for the U.S. and the
UK. Ina recent survey, one in three South Koreans said they were likely to be infected with the virus, the highest percentage of people saying so since such polls

began in January 2020.

*South Korean adults who haven't contracted Covid yet don't have a social life,” Ma Sang-hyuk, vice president of the Korean Vaccine Society recently posted on

Facebook. The post was later taken down and Dr. Ma didn't respond to a request for comment.
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STANDARD PRODUCT(MKT1)
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WALL-MOUNTED PRODUCT(MKTS5)

Elevator Inside, outside |
(WxHxD)200x380x80mm
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Elevator entrance i
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